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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE
by Illustrious Sir Rick Peña

I hope that this article finds
each of you, your Lady, your
family and friends all doing
well.
Noble Henry Gohlke, our Chief
Administrator, has been doing
a great job at updating our
information in WEBFEZ. It’s
very important that we do this
ASAP because we would like
to produce a Temple Directory
in 2021. The information in the
directory will only be as good
as the information that is in
WEBFEZ. That’s where the
information comes from. If
you haven’t updated this info
it maybe too late. We’ve been
Illustrious Sir Rick Peña
asking since January 2021, and
I would like to do this in April. Please contact Henry Gohlke and he will let you know if it’s too late to
update the info or not. Thank You!
Continued inside
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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE

contd.

by Illustrious Sir Rick Peña
It’s time to prepare and make your hotel reservations
for TSA in San Antonio from June 3rd through June
5th, 2021. If you belong to a unit and your unit is
planning to compete at TSA, you all should be
discussing your routine and getting ready to practice
or are already practicing. Please get your registration
information in if you haven’t already. Your Divan is
looking forward to attending as many competitions as
we can while we are there.
We hope to have a Year of Fun and Fellowship with
our Nobles and their Ladies, as well as with all our
Families and Friends. We have several things planned
this year, while keeping safety in the forefront.
Naomi and I are committed to the Temple, the Nobles
and their Ladies, our Hospitals and our Children. We,
as your DIVAN are here to work for you, so please get
with us with any ideas and or concerns you may have.
I’m only a phone call or email away, so call me at
713-545-9204 or email me at (rpena1pasa@aol.com)
with any questions that I may be able to help you with.
If you call and I can’t answer the phone, please leave
me a message with your name and a call back number,
and I will call you back as soon as I can.

As you all know, our 2021 Circus has been
cancelled. I am currently working on a
fundraising activity to supplement our
fundraising year. More details to come soon!
Lady Ruth Ann and I are still working on picking
up and delivering shirt orders. We ordered 4
more Men’s shirts last week! If you haven’t
ordered one and would like one, please let us
know. If you ordered a Large long-sleeve or a
5XL shirt, the shirts are backordered. The shirts
are literally on a slow boat from China. I’m
hoping they arrive soon! I apologize for the
delay and will continue to follow up on them.
Thank you for your support! We also have some
Ladies’ shirts to continue to sell, if you don’t
have one and would like one – please see Lady
Ruth Ann. We also have T-shirts, caps, and
visors still for sale.
Your Divan is here to support and work with you
all. If there is anything, I can do to help you,
please don’t hesitate to reach out to me via
phone 832-816-5681 or email me at
corkybynum@yahoo.com.
Thanks again for all you do for Arabia. Have a
great week!

Yours in faith,
Corky Bynum
Chief Rabban

Yours in Faith,
Rick Peña
Potentate
Arabia Shrine

LOOKING ON AS THE
ASSISTANT RABBAN

FROM THE CHIEF
RABBAN’S SEAT

by Noble Eddie O. Reed

by Noble Corky Bynum
It has been great getting back to the business of
having fun. My Lady Ruth Ann and I have enjoyed
the Clubs/Units and activities that we have been
able to attend. It’s been great seeing and visiting
with you all!
I’d like to congratulate H.P.& P. Bobby Hyde and
Lady Jamie on a great Hospital Benefit Kick-Off. We
also had a great time at the American Legion
Shriner’s Chili Cook-Off benefiting our Hospitals. If
you missed them, you missed a lot of fun! It takes a
lot of work putting these events together and
Bobby and Jamie did an outstanding job!
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I sincerely hope that everyone is doing well. We
still have Covid-19 with us, but we seem to have
beaten it down some. Marty and I have taken
both of our shots without any ill effects. I
certainly encourage everyone to take theirs as
soon as possible. To keep it in perspective
though, it’s not a free pass to get out and do
whatever you want, they are not 100% effective.
We will continue to wear our mask when
appropriate. Stay safe and be considerate of
others.
March was a very busy month for the Shrine.
We started off with the Baseball Classic at
Minute Made Park from the 5th through

The Arabian
through the 7th then we moved on to the Hospital
Kick-Off dinner on the 14th. Everyone had a great
time with special hospital guest/patients. The High
Priest & Prophet and his Lady did an excellent job of
pulling that event together. Next up was the Willis
Chili Cook-Off on the 19th and 20th. Talk about fun
and fellowship, everyone had an awesome time, and
some worked hard to make the event successful.
Thanks again to our High Priest & Prophet and his
Lady, along with all who had a part in making it
successful. Next up is the Baytown Shrine Club Clay
and Duck Shoot. Baytown always does an excellent
job in all that they do. As of this writing the event has
not started. It will be held on Saturday March 27th.
Make it if you get this notice in time. It will be held at
Gene’s Power Sports at 12525 E I-10 Frontage Rd
Baytown, Texas. Great silent and live auction items.

with an incentive program that will provide
the the motivation of a 5 year dues credit to
Arabia Shriners. Nobles can achieve this dues
credit by adhering to the below program
guidelines, and the number of dues credits
will NOT be capped on a yearly basis.
How to qualify:
A current “Noble” in good standing of Arabia
Shriners must:
• Be the top-line signer (TLS) for FIVE New
Candidates who become Arabia Shriners, over
a consecutive three year period, and each of
whom remains current in their payment of
dues for a period of FIVE consecutive years
and becomes active in any of the Arabia Units
and/or Clubs and

Like I said, March was busy and those who attended
these events missed a lot of Fun and Fellowship.
Please continue your CDC recommendations for the
Covid-19 Virus.

• The TLS must have remained current in
paying HIS own dues for the same FIVE year
period and not have been suspended during
that same period for non-payment of dues.

As the Journey Continues,
Eddie O. Reed
Assistant Rabban
Eoreed48@aol.com

• A “New Noble” must remain a member of
Arabia Shriners for at least one year prior to
transferring membership to another Shrine
Center to qualify under the program.

ORIENTAL GUIDE’S OUTLOOK

Should any of the “New Nobles” resign their
membership with Arabia Shriners or be
suspended for non-payment of dues, that
“New Noble” will no longer be included in this
incentive program. The TLS must nominate a
New Candidate and that replacement
candidate must remain a Noble as described
above, along with the TLS’s other candidates.

by Noble Ben LaBlanc
Greetings again from the bottom of the line. Lady
Alyssa and I hope that all is well with you and that
everyone has recovered from the winter storm
and life is getting back to normal for all as we
start to see the COVID-19 restrictions lifted.

When the TLS has nominated five Shriners
who remain current in the payment of their
dues for five years, the TLS will receive a 5
Year Dues Credit at a stated meeting or
Scheduled Membership Appreciation event.
This program will commence retroactively on
January 1, 2021 for any “New Nobles” created
in January or February of this year.

For the last two months, I have mentioned the
membership incentive program that your Divan
has been working on. Well, I am pleased to say
that after a couple months of thinking, discussion,
suggestions and edits; we have an incentive
program in place to roll out to our nobility. My
article this month will be detailing this program in
writing for all to see and understand. The program
is below:

If you have any questions regarding the above
program, please feel free to reach out. I am
always only a phone call, text or email away,
and we would love to hear your feedback.
Thank you again for your continued support
of both my Lady Alyssa and I, and I look

5 for 5 Membership Program Guidelines
We want to give our nobility some incentive to
recruit and bring in New Nobles to our great
fraternity. In order to do this, we have come up
3
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Finally, please know that I am here to help in
any way I can – if you need something or just
have a question, or an issue/concern, please
don’t hesitate to reach out. If you don’t wish
to call – just grab me when you are in the
Temple. My office phone is 713-664-3437,
and email is recorder@shriners-houston.org.

forward to working with all of you in the future.
Fraternally,
Ben LaBlanc
Oriental Guide 2021
lablanclegacyshriner@gmail.com

FROM THE RECORDER

Fraternally,
Dale Dickman
Recorder

by Noble Dale Dickman
Nobles:
As we move into April, it appears that we are
beginning to see some relaxation in the
restrictions that were imposed with the COVID-19
pandemic – I don’t think we are out of the woods
yet, but it looks like we are getting closer, and
with continued attention to the safety of one
another and ourselves we will get back to fun and
fellowship. The Temple recognizes that the use of
masks, temperature checks, and social distancing
are key to staying safe; accordingly, please be
respectful of others and understand our individual
safety is a personal concern.

PATROL UPDATE
by Noble Stephen Aganan
Last March 30, 2021, the Patrol Unit kicked-off
our first drill practice of the season. This year we
have a short practice season as TSA is just
around the corner. This year we are fielding 12
patrolmen, with 3 rookies competing for the
first time. For the second year, our Drill Lt. Greg
Edmonds will lead us to victory in June!

If you have not heard, the Temple is scheduling a
ceremony on April 17th, at 1 P.M., to recognize
those Nobles who have earned a 50-Year and
25-Year Service Award. Invitations have been
mailed to the recipients, and the RSVPs have
started to come in. On behalf of our Potentate,
Illustrious Sir Rick Pena, I would encourage each
of you to consider attending this recognition
ceremony as I am sure you have many friends and
acquaintances who will be recognized. Should
you opt to attend please RSVP with Melissa or
myself – the ceremony will be held in the Parie
Room.
We have several events scheduled for April – like
an Easter Egg Hunt on April 3rd, Unit and Club

NOTICE OF STATED MEETING
Notice is hereby giving that the next regularly scheduled meeting of Arabia Shriners
will be held Monday, April 12, 2021 @ 7:00 pm. Dinner will be served. Please RSVP
online or to the Temple. Wear your Fez - 2021 dues card required.
This meeting is subject to state and local COVID-19 guidelines.
Dale Dickman
Recorder

Rick Peña
Potentate
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ARABIA SHRINERS PATROL UNIT PRESENTS
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

FA M I LY F U N N I G H T
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

AT THE SHRINE
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

ARABIA SHRINE CENTER
1 0 5 1 0 H A RW I N D R I V E
HOUSTON, TEXAS

••••••••••••••••

5.01.21

••••••••••••••••

SATURDAY

06:00
PM

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

P O W E R I N G

F U N

$30 a person

I N

‘ 2 1

$200 a table

FOR TICKETS:
STEPHEN AGANAN
832 335 4090

F E AT U R I N G
“THE NOT SO NEWLYWED GAME”
SILENT AUCTION
FO O D | M U S I C | BYO B
PROCEEDS ARE FOR THE BENEFIT OF ARABIA SHRINERS PATROL UNIT
PAYMENTS ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE AS CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS
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HOSPITAL BENEFIT
Photos by Noble Michael Paul McDaniel
March 14, 2021
To see complete album, visit www.arabiashriners.org
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EASTER EGG HUNT
Photos by Noble Michael Paul McDaniel
April 3, 2021

To see complete album,
visit www.arabiashriners.org
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